
English 245 Final W09-1 

Name:               

 
Test Ground Rules: each student is to complete his/her own test. No books, no notes, no talking with others.  

 

Define and explain each of the following terms, including examples from the readings to do so. 

Be clear about how understanding these various terms add to the understanding and enjoyment of 

reading American Literature. Three points each. 

 

Transcendentalism: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sentimental and/or Domestic Novel:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Slave Narrative: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sublime: 
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Read each of the following passages from material we have read. Identify the piece (1 point), the author (1 point), 

what X is (1 point), what X does (2 points), and what X means (up to 3 points). When looking at What is X, don’t 

default to marks on a page, 47 syllables or answers of that sort because they show no understanding of the material.  

 

The thought behind, I strove to join 

Unto the thought before— 

But Sequence raveled out of Sound 

Like Balls—upon a Floor. 

 
 

Title: 

 

Author: 

 

What is X? 

 

 

What does X do? 

 

 

 

What does X mean? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

All voting is a sort of gaming, like chequers or backgammon, with a slight moral tinge to it, a 

playing with right and wrong, with moral questions; and betting naturally accompanies it. The 

characters of the voters is not staked. I cast my vote, perchance, as I think right; but I am not 

vitally concerned that the right should prevail. I am willing to leave it to the majority. Its 

obligation, therefore, never exceeds that of expediency. Even voting for the right is doing 

nothing for it. It is only expressing to men feebly your desire that it should prevail. 
 

Title: 

 

Author: 

 

What is X? 

 

 

What does X do? 

 

 

 

What does X mean? 
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Language is the expression of ideas; and if the people of one country cannot preserve an identity 

of ideas, they cannot retain an identity of language. Now an identity of ideas depends materially 

upon a sameness of things or objects with which the people of the two countries are conversant. 

But in no two portions of the earth, remote from each other, can such identity be found. Even 

physical objects must be different. But the principle differences between the people of this 

country and of all others, arise from different forms of government, different laws, and different 

institutions and customs.  
 

Title: 

 

Author: 

 

What is X? 

 

 

What does X do? 

 

 

 

What does X mean? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have often thought how interesting a magazine paper might be written by any author who 

would—that is to say who could—detail, step by step, the processes by which any one of his 

compositions attained its ultimate point of completion. Why such a paper has never been given to 

the world, I am much at a loss to say—but, perhaps, the autorial vanity has had more to do with 

the omission that [sic-than] any one other cause. 
 

Title: 

 

Author: 

 

What is X? 

 

 

What does X do? 

 

 

 

What does X mean? 
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The cause of America is in a great measure the cause of all mankind. Many circumstances have, 

and will arise, which are not local, but universal, and through which the principles of all lovers of 

mankind are affected, and in the event of which their affections are interested. 

 

Title: 

 

Author: 

 

What is X? 

 

 

What does X do? 

 

 

 

What does X mean? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was born a slave; but I never knew it till six years of happy childhood had passed away. My 

father was a carpenter, and considered so intelligent and skilful in his trade, that, when buildings 

out of the common line were to be erected, he was sent from long distances, to be the head 

workman. On condition of paying his mistress two hundred dollars a year, and supporting 

himself, he was allowed to work at his trade, and manage his own affairs.  
 

Title: 

 

Author: 

 

What is X? 

 

 

What does X do? 

 

 

 

What does X mean? 

. 
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The foregoing generations beheld God and nature face to face; we, through their eyes. Why 

should not we also enjoy an original relation to the universe? Why should not we have a poetry 

and philosophy of insight and not of tradition, and a religion by revelation to us, and not the 

history of theirs? Embosomed for a season in nature, whose floods of life stream around and 

through us, and invite us, by the powers they supply, to action proportioned to nature, why 

should we grope among the dry bones of the past, or put the living generation into masquerade 

out of its faded wardrobe? The sun shines to-day also. There is more wool and flax in the fields. 

There are new lands, new men, new thoughts. Let us demand our own works and laws and 

worship. 
 

Title: 

 

Author: 

 

What is X? 

 

 

What does X do? 

 

 

 

What does X mean? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A government of our own is our natural right: and when a man seriously reflects on the 

precariousness of human affairs, he will become convinced, that it is infinitely wise and safer, to 

form a constitution of our own in a cool deliberate manner, while we have it in our power, than 

to trust such an interesting event to time and chance.  
 

Title: 

 

Author: 

 

What is X? 

 

 

What does X do? 

 

 

 

What does X mean? 
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There will never be a really free and enlightened State, until the State comes to recognize the 

individual as a higher and independent power, from which all its own power and authority are 

derived, and treats him accordingly. I please myself with imagining a State at last which can 

afford to be just to all men, and to treat the individual with respect as a neighbor; which even 

would not think it inconsistent with its own repose, if a few were to live aloof from it, not 

meddling with it, nor embraced by it, who fulfilled all the duties of neighbors and fellow-men. 
 

Title: 

 

Author: 

 

What is X? 

 

 

What does X do? 

 

 

 

What does X mean? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Brain is just the weight of God— 

For—Heft them—Pound for Pound— 

And they will differ—if they do— 

As Syllable from Sound— 
 

Title: 

 

Author: 

 

What is X? 

 

 

What does X do? 

 

 

 

What does X mean? 
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It would be thought a hard Government that should tax is People one tenth Part of their Time, to 

be employed in its Service. But Idleness taxes many of us much more, if we reckon all that is 

spent in absolute Sloth, or doing nothing, with that which is spent in idle Employments or 

Amusements, that amount to nothing. Sloth, by bringing on Diseases, absolutely shortens Life. 

 

Title: 

 

Author: 

 

What is X? 

 

 

What does X do? 

 

 

 

What does X mean? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am the hounded slave, I wince at the bite of the dogs, 

Hell and despair are upon me, crack and again crack the marksmen, 

I clutch the rails of the fence, my gore dribs, thinn’d with the ooze of my skin, 

I fall on the weeds and stones, 

The riders spur their unwilling horses, haul close, 

Taunt my dizzy ears and beat me violently over the head with whip-stocks. 
 

Agonies are one of my changes of garments, 

I do not ask the wounded person how he feels, I myself become the wounded person, 

My hurts turn livid upon me as I lean on a cane and observe. 
 

Title: 

 

Author: 

 

What is X? 

 

 

What does X do? 

 

 

 

What does X mean? 
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These men are madman, and of the most dangerous sort, for their lunacy is not continuous, but 

occasional, evoked by some special object; it is protectively secretive, which is as much as to say 

it is self-contained, so that when, moreover, most active it is to the average mind not 

distinguishable from sanity, and for the reason above suggested; that whatever its aims may be—

and the aim is never declared—the method and the outward proceeding are always rational.  

 

Title: 

 

Author: 

 

What is X? 

 

 

What does X do? 

 

 

 

What does X mean? 

 

 

 

 
 

Then, methought, the air grew denser, perfumed from an unseen censer 

Swung by seraphim whose foot-falls tinkled on the tufted floor.  

“Wretch,” I cried, “thy God hath lent thee—by these angels he hath sent thee 

Respite—respite and nepenthe from they memories of Lenore; 

Quaff, oh quaff this kind nepenthe and forget this lost Lenore!” 

  Quoth the Raven “Nevermore.” 

 

Title: 

 

Author: 

 

What is X? 

 

 

What does X do? 

 

 

 

What does X mean? 
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A child said What is the grass? fetching it to me with full hands; 

How could I answer the child? I do not know what it is any more than he. 

I guess it must be the flag of my disposition, out of hopeful green stuff woven. 

 

Or I guess it is the handkerchief of the Lord, 

A scented gift and remembrancer designedly dropt, 

Bearing the owner’s name someway in the corners, that we may see and remark, and say Whose? 
 

Title: 

 

Author: 

 

What is X? 

 

 

What does X do? 

 

 

 

What does X mean? 

 

 

At the instance of C— V—, a lieutenant had apprised him of pretty much everything as to B—; 

and since he felt that innocence was even a better thing than religion wherewith to go to 

Judgment, he reluctantly withdrew; but in his emotion not without first performing an act strange 

enough in an Englishman, and under the circumstances yet more so in any regular priest. 

Stooping over, he kissed on the fair cheek of his fellow man, a felon in martial law, one whom 

though on the confines of death he felt he could never convert to a dogma; nor for all that did he 

fear for his future.  
 

Title: 

 

Author: 

 

What is X? 

 

 

What does X do? 

 

 

 

What does X mean? 
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I reason, we could die— 

The best Vitality 

Cannot excel Decay, 

But, what of that? 
 

Title: 

 

Author: 

 

What is X? 

 

 

What does X do? 

 

 

 

What does X mean? 

 

 

 

 

 

How adequate unto itself 

Its properties shall be 

Itself unto itself and none  

Shall make discovery. 

 

Adventure most unto itself 

The Soul condemned to be— 

Attended by a single Hound 

Its own identity. 

 

Title: 

 

Author: 

 

What is X? 

 

 

What does X do? 

 

 

 

What does X mean? 
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I become a transparent eyeball; I am nothing; I see all; the currents of the Universal Being 

circulate through me; I am part or parcel of God. The name of the nearest friends sound then 

foreign and accidental: to be brothers, to be acquaintances, master or servant, is then a trifle and 

a disturbance. I am the lover of uncontained and immortal beauty. 
 

Title: 

 

Author: 

 

What is X? 

 

 

What does X do? 

 

 

 

What does X mean? 

 

 

 

 

 

One need not be a Chamber—to be Haunted— 

One need not be a House— 

The Brain has Corridors—surpassing  

Material Place— 

 

Far safer, of a Midnight Meetings 

External Ghost 

Than its interior Confronting— 

That Cooler Host. 
 

Title: 

 

Author: 

 

What is X? 

 

 

What does X do? 

 

 

What does X mean? 
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The Woman Accuser , being told that she did not sink, would be duck’d a second Time; when 

she swam again as light as before. Upon which she declared, That she believed the Accused had 

bewitched her to make her so light, and that she would be duck’d again a Hundred Time, but she 

would duck the devil out of her. The accused Man, being surpriz’d at his own Swimming, was 

not so confident of his Innocence as before, but said, If I am a Witch, it is more than I know. 
 

Title: 

 

Author: 

 

What is X? 

 

 

What does X do? 

 

 

 

What does X mean? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assent—and you are sane— 

Demur—you’re straightaway dangerous— 

And handled with a Chain— 
 

Title: 

 

Author: 

 

What is X? 

 

 

What does X do? 

 

 

What does X mean? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



English 245 Final W09-13 

Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light 

and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed 

to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the form to which 

they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the 

same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their 

duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security. 
 

Title: 

 

Author: 

 

What is X? 

 

 

What does X do? 

 

 

 

What does X mean? 

 
I am about to send you some new recruits. Don’t economize them. Remember that glory before all things. 

Glory is true wealth. There is nothing degrades the soldier like the love of money. He must care only for 

honour and reputation, but this reputation must be acquired in the midst of dangers. A battle gained 

without costing the conqueror any blood is an inglorious success, while the conquered cover themselves 

with glory by perishing with their arms in their hands.  

 

 

Title: 

 

Author: 

 

What is X? 

 

 

What does X do? 

 

 

 

What does X mean? 
 

 

 

 


